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With the NDA government’s efforts to make

India a power surplus and energy secured

nation, electricity will never be a political

subject, says power, coal, renewable energy

and mines minister Piyush Goyal. The govern-

ment has put in place an honest and transparent

system that will be irreversible, he told ET’s

Sarita C Singh in an interview on the sidelines of

Vienna Energy Forum. Goyal said states are

working towards removing land ownership as

requirement for providing connections to give

electricity access to slums. Edited excerpts:

Electricity access and lower tariff has always

been a political agenda and part of electoral

promises in India. With power surplus

scenario, do you think this situation will

change?

Energy is not a political issue for the Modi

government. It is our commitment to provide

electricity to every household of the country. If

there are honest governments in states and the

Centre, I don’t think power will now be an issue

at all. Some of the things that we are doing are

irreversible. For example, reverse auction of

power has put an end to the regime of negotia-

ted tariffs, feed-in tariffs, mutual consultation

tariff, etc. We have created such an honest and

transparent system that anyone will be afraid

of trying to corrupt it again. Once we make

electricity available to every household, would

it be possible to keep people deprived of elec-

tricity?

What role will rationalisation and

simplification of categories of tariff play in

reducing corruption?

Corruption is the by-product of discretion,

when there is scope for interpretation of polici-

es. Some states have more than 100 categories

and sub-categories of tariff and therefore one

gets ample opportunities to interpret those

provisions. I believe if we simplify the process

There have been instances where people are

not willing to take legal electricity

connections. How are you tackling that?

It’s a problem we are facing that a number of

people are not willing to apply. I have asked

states to organise awareness camps that people

need not worry about huge power bills any

more. UPA has been a sad example as during its

tenure people used to receive high power bills

all of a sudden. In some cases, the poor will not

receive bills for months and one day will recei-

ve a bill for last two years. Then he is harassed

to pay up. We are talking to all states that they

have to ensure monthly bills, so people don’t

have to get a shocker of their lives. If there is a

default, then action can be taken on a monthly

due amount.

Isn’t this phenomenon of not applying for

connection a problem for achieving the

target of power for all?

Power for all includes people who are inter-

ested in getting a connection. It cannot be for

people who don’t want the connection. Having

said that, I am confident everybody will apply

for power once they are sure that they will not

be short-charged. It will be helped by my smart

meters programme. Once smart meters come in

at the desired scale, the consumer can control

his power consumption and the possibility of

inflated bill will reduce substantially.

What was the key agenda of India’s

participation at the Vienna Energy Forum?

The Vienna Energy Forum dovetailed the

poverty elimination programme with the

energy access programme. In a way, they have

taken up a more holistic view of the sustainable

development goals. For India, overcoming the

twin challenge of alleviating poverty and giving

access to electricity to all is necessary.

(The correspondent was invited to the Vienna

Energy Forum by FICCI)

were not doing it. Now, the Uttar Pradesh

government is working towards providing

electricity to all. Yogiji’s government has accep-

ted my suggestions that the state government

will give free electricity connection to urban as

well as rural poor, and will ensure that power is

available when demanded by simplifying the

application process. 

There shouldn’t be undue paper work and

questioning for giving a new connection. Earli-

er, one had to prove ownership of the property

for getting a connection but the current govern-

ment in Uttar Pradesh is working on a system to

de-link ownership with electricity connection

whereby you will be given a connection where

you are residing. If you have to leave the pro-

perty for any illegality, the connection will be

removed. Uttar Pradesh has decided to do it and

other states are willing to do it.

of tariff fixing with lesser tariff slabs and ratio-

nalise the process, it will reduce corruption and

simultaneously it will enable supply of adequa-

te and cheap power to the poor as well as to

farmers. We are also working on making merit

order dispatch transparent. We want to make

transparency one of the means to get rid of

corruption. It has got game-changing quality.

You would not need RTI because the govern-

ment is going to tell you everything through a

transparent mechanism.

The government’s target of power for all by

2019 is a challenge in states like Uttar

Pradesh and Bihar. How would you ensure

every citizen gets a legal connection? 

Earlier, the Union government used to give

money to grant free electricity connections to

poor and farmers but states like Uttar Pradesh
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New Delhi: The government is likely to
complete in the next two weeks framing of
the draft of revised rules for its scheme to
promote low-cost air travel and put up for
stakeholder consultations, as it prepares for
the second round of bidding by airlines.

The civil aviation ministry undertook a
comprehensive review of the rules, inclu-
ding those relating to the number of disco-
unted seats in a plane and exclusive flying
rights for carriers on select routes, under its
regional connectivity scheme (RCS).

“In another two weeks we will be putting
out the RCS (rules) with amendments for
public consultations,” ministry of civil avia-
tion secretary R N Choubey said. Without
elaborating on the specifics, the top official
said the revision is being done with an emp-
hasis on increasing competition.

“Our intention is to decrease entry barri-
ers and increase competition. We would like
to bring as many players as possible. We
want to create a level-playing field so that
small players can bid aggressively,” Chou-

bey added.
In the first round of bid-

ding, which concluded in
March, five airline operators
were awarded 128 routes.

The regional connectivity
scheme became operational
last month with the first
flight under it being inaugu-
rated on the Shimla-Delhi ro-
ute. The government's sche-

me, also known as UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam
Naagrik), aims at making flying affordable
for the masses by capping fares at .̀ 2,500 per
hour on selected routes. Airline operators
need to make available 50% of total seats in
an aircraft at these discounted prices.

Draft of Revised UDAN
Rules Likely in Two Weeks
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New Delhi: Private hospitals
may soon be forced to display
on their premises the number
of cesarean deliveries conduc-
ted by them in order to be em-
panelled under the Central Go-
vernment Health Scheme
(CGHS).

A senior CGHS official said
under a new process to be
completed within a month, ho-
spitals seeking to be empanel-
led by CGHS, which is under
the ministry of health and fa-
mily welfare, may have to pub-
licly display the number of
such deliveries.

A new agreement between
the government and hospitals
will also have a provision for
punitive measures — inclu-
ding being dropped from the
empanelled list — if the hospi-
tals do not fall into line.

“Under the existing memo-
randum, we have asked all ho-
spitals to voluntarily put out
this information. However,
when we launch the new empa-
nelment process, it will be ma-
de mandatory,” the senior
CGHS official said.

He said that with this move,
the government wanted to rai-
se awareness about cesarean
deliveries and help would-be
parents decide on their choice
of hospital for a delivery.

“It’s a great step by the go-
vernment and will help expose
the unscrupulous use of this
technique during child birth.
Often, in hospitals, the relati-
ves are told about fetal distress
or maternal health risk to for-
ce them into giving consent for
a c-section. — PTI
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Mumbai: The GVK group-run Mumbai
airport has become the world's busiest
amongst the single-runway facilities by
handling 837 flights a day or one in 65 se-
conds on an average in fiscal 2017, overta-
king London’s Gatwick airport that had 757
flights a day.

In terms of the number of passengers al-
so, the city airport tops with 45.2 million pe-
ople flying in and out in fiscal 2017 as aga-
inst 44 million at Gatwick airport.

Notably, no other large city in the world is
served by one airport, that too with a sing-
le-runway. Besides, illegal squatters occu-
py one-third of the airport land.— PTI

Mumbai World’s Busiest
Single-Runway Airport
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London: India has climbed up to
twenty-sixth position in World
Bank’s electricity accessibility
ranking in the current year from
99th spot in 2014, power minister
Piyush Goyal has said.

“Our ranking has improved to 26
position from 99. So, it is truly very
redeeming feature and satisfying
for me that Prime Minister’s vi-
sion particularly to take electrici-
ty to every home, particularly to
make electricity access very easy,
particularly to make energy affor-
dable is being furthered very ra-
pidly,” the minister said here.

He also exuded confidence that
by 2019, three years ahead of its
original schedule, the govern-
ment would able to take power to
every household.

100M LED BULBS IN UK 
Around 100 million incandescent
and CFL bulbs in the United King-
dom will be replaced by LED bulbs
of EESL by March 2019, Coal and
Power Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Saturday. The Indian govern-
ment will draw up a “very smart”
strategy to achieve the target, in-
cluding tie-ups with large corpo-
rates. “Today, we have set up a tar-
get of replacing 100 million bulbs
in the UK with LEDs. It is a very
ambitious target.... that 100 mil-
lion bulbs in London will be sold in
a foreign country, in a foreign
land,” the minister said. The mini-
ster was speaking during the
launch of Energy Efficiency Ser-
vices Ltd's affordable lighting
scheme in the UK.

EASIER TO DO BUSINESS 
Piyush Goyal has said that the go-
vernment has a “holistic vision”
to make it easier to do business in
India and was working to ensure
that every household in the count-
ry has access to energy in two ye-
ars. He said on Saturday he has ta-
ken a “personal pledge” to work to-
wards energy access for every ho-
usehold in India by 2019. — PTI
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